
The following is a briefing for the week ending January 15th, 2021 on behalf of Dr. Cash.  

Dear Colleagues:  

The big news of the week is that the Buffalo Public Schools 2019-2020 graduation rate 
has risen to 76.3%.  That’s 11.6 percentage points over 2018-2019, the largest increase 
of any of the Big City School Districts in New York State, and we outperformed the 
State Average in ELL and Students with Disabilities – all under extraordinary 
circumstances that came along with the Covid-19 pandemic and remote instruction. 
 

Highlights include the following: 
 

• The 4-year graduation rate climbed from 64.7% to 76.3% (11.6% rise) for 
BPS high schools 

• New Innovative High Schools (NIHS) were introduced in 2016; 4 of those 
schools graduated their first class in 2020, 3 with grad rates well above the 
state average: Lafayette International 82.8%, Lewis J. Bennett 88.1%, 
Research Lab 96.3%, and 2nd class of NIHS Buffalo Culinary 84.9% 

• In BPS, 12 of 20 high schools had graduation rates of 80% or higher  
• The graduation rate for English Language Learners (ELLs) rose from 33.2% 

to 57.5% (24.3% rise) for the first time in recent years, leading the state; 
and,  

• The graduation rate for Students with Disabilities (SWDs) rose from 51.9% to 
64.2% (12.3% rise), also leading the state  

• Dropout rate decreased from 15.2% to 12.5% (-2.7%) 
 

In many ways, I am so extraordinarily proud of the Class of 2020.  Due to the COVID-
19 shutdown many of our seniors could have been discouraged and given up.  They 
didn’t.  Rather, they doubled down, showed their grit and resilience under adversity, 
and turned a negative into a tremendous positive!  Staff, parents, and family members 
are to be commended for helping these amazing students see a brighter future unfold! 
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This morning Mayor Brown and I had our regular monthly meeting.  It was good to see 
the Mayor again!  I invited the mayor to join us in a pre-opening walk-through of our 
schools, and at the first day reopening event on February 1st.  We discussed a potential 
partnership on vaccinating our respective workforces, and the idea of a collaborative, 
proactive training with the Buffalo Police Department and our Security Team to support 
our youth as they come back to school during these challenging times.   
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On Tuesday and Wednesday, the BPS Office of Culturally and Linguistically Responsive 
Initiatives (CLRI), under the direction of Associate Superintendent Dr. Fatima Morrell, 
hosted virtual Student Perspective and Voice Disproportionality Sessions for educator 
teams from all BPS elementary and high schools.  Scholars were asked to voice their 
opinions and feelings about the twin pandemics of COVID-19 and racial injustices, their 
impact on students, and how BPS schools create spaces for students to voice related 
issues and challenges. Students also spoke in great detail about the recent, violent, 
domestic terrorist attack at the US Capitol Building, and the disparate, unequal 
treatment between peaceful Black Lives Matter protesters and the racists rioters who 
attempted an insurrection on American democracy. CLRI Scholar panelists made this an 
amazing and enriching, culturally and linguistically responsive learning experience for all 
involved.  I am proud of Dr. Morrell and the CLRI team for encouraging our young 
people to tackle relevant issues, and I simply love the fact that our students know they 
have safe spaces with trusted and caring adult mentors who they can look to for 
guidance and encouragement.   
 

    



 

 
 
On Tuesday, Associate Superintendent of Student Support Dr. Tonja Williams and I had 
a Zoom meeting with Medical Director Dr. Dennis Kuo, a member of our Health Advisory 
Council (HAC).  As Chief of the Division of General Pediatrics at the Jacobs School of 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences at the University at Buffalo, Dr. Kuo is keeping close 
watch on the regional numbers for the Covid-19 virus, as well as the new strain (B117) 
that has begun to spread in the United States.  We continue to monitor scientific trends 
with the virus as we approach the February 1st, Phase 1 in-person reopening.  We also 
discussed ways in which we can expeditiously roll out a vaccination program for our 
BPS staff with the cooperation of our HAC and the University at Buffalo.  As always, we 
are grateful for the attention of Dr. Kuo and his colleagues when it comes to helping us 
maintain health and wellness within our schools. 
 

 
 

Native American Magnet #19 1st grade teacher Kaitlin McCluskey, in order to create a 
safe learning environment for her students, took various measures that are a Best 
Practice for classrooms everywhere!  Each student has a square - with 6 foot distancing 
- where their desk and chair will stay.  Each student has a white basket under their 
desk which will be used for their coat and backpack to ensure that there is not crowding 
at cubby spaces.  The basket will stay by their desk all day so there is distance between 
coats and other personal belongings. Each student also has a green bin that hold all of 
their supplies and materials and fits inside their desk. Each bin contains a whiteboard, 
folders/notebooks, and an art box of supplies including pencils, crayons, erasers, 
highlighters, etc. These bins will ensure that no supply is shared.  All of these items are 
labeled with the student's name so if something is found, it can be returned to the 
correct student.  There is a set of baskets and supplies for each group so nothing will 
be shared. The plastic is also easily sanitized and can be wiped or sprayed without 
damage.  Kudos, Ms. McCluskey!  You help us to feel more encouraged and more 
excited than ever that, together, we can do this!  
 



 

Please join our Strong Community Schools team for a Virtual Saturday Academy on 
Saturday, January 16th at 10 am. Activities include Yoga with Root Self Care, Art 
Expression with the Albright Knox Gallery, Creative Writing with Just Buffalo Literary 
Center, Painting on Canvas, and much more.  Supply pick-up at South Park High School 
on 1/15, 11-1pm and at North Park Community School 1/13 and 1/15, 11am-1pm. 
Deliveries upon request, supplies are limited.  To register: click the link January VSA or 
visit the BPS Community Schools Page and click the VSA Registration Link.   

 
 

Enjoy your weekend, your Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday, and Go Bills! 
 
Dr. Kriner Cash 
Superintendent 


